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The Big IF Campaign

This year we have a once-in-a-decade opportunity to tackle global hunger, when the G8 leaders come to the UK this June they have the power to act on global hunger IF enough of us demand urgent action.
The world produces enough food for everyone, but it is not shared equally. In our world, in 2013, one in eight people do not have enough to eat. 870 million people struggle every day to put food on the table. Many families in the UK are coping with food poverty too. The way that food is grown, sold and shared out is not working for the world’s poorest people. But it doesn’t have to be this way.
A quarter of a million went to Edinburgh in 2005 to make poverty history. Poverty isn’t history yet, but those demonstrations showed some of the world’s most powerful people that ordinary people care about their brothers and sisters around the world. We expect the G8 leaders to use their power for good, and we will hold them to account. Politicians have listened before. 

Only some are able to attend the rally at Hyde Park on 8 June, but there is still an opportunity for those of us who couldn’t  to add their voice to the campaign. 

Please organise opportunities for signing  “ Hungry for Change” cards  to be sent  the Prime Minister. 

or

Please email Prime Minister David Cameron now, calling for power to be shared between rich and poor so that everyone has enough to eat.  
See  http://www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Take-action-today/Hungry-for-change
As Catholics we believe that we are all one body, the body of Christ. If one part of that body suffers, we all suffer. Please show the politicians just how deeply we care. IF we put our faith into action, IF we challenge ourselves to recognise Christ in the poorest people, IF we act together, we can live out the gospel and transform our world. Please act. Let’s make 2013 the beginning of the end of global hunger.
National Justice  & Peace Network,
35th Annual Conference
Friday 19 - Sunday 21, July 2013, The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire

“BREAKING OPEN THE WORD” a call to faith in action
Please contact the Administrator if you wish to attend this conference:
National Justice & Peace Network, 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX

Tel: 020 7901 4864 -Email: admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk  - www.justice-and-peace.org.uk
	Chair’s Reflection…

In his most powerful environment-themed address to date, Pope Francis issued a sober challenge during his audience today in Rome. Noting that 5 June is also World Environment Day, Pope Francis said: "We are losing the attitude of wonder, contemplation, listening to creation. The implications of living in a horizontal manner are that we have moved away from God, we no longer read His signs."

Pope Francis issued a profound challenge to rethink the culture of waste and to contemplate seriously and act with conviction against the dynamics of an economy and finance that lack ethics. "Man is not in charge today; money is in charge, money rules." He notes that for many:  "If you break a computer, that is a tragedy, but poverty, the needs, the dramas of so many people end up becoming the norm." Focusing specifically on hunger, he says: "the food we throw away is as if stolen from the table of the poor, the hungry." “I encourage everyone to identify ways and means that, by seriously addressing this issue, provide a vehicle of solidarity and sharing with the needy.”

This message has particular importance for the issue of climate change when we begin to think further about the ways that consumerism is responsible for much of our carbon footprint.


Pope Francis challenges us every day in his preaching and teaching to live and act out our faith daily.  He articulates in such a simple and yet comprehensive manner how little human life is valued in this consumer society. The challenge to the Church is not just speaking out on single issue ethical matters, abortion, and neglect of the elderly or disabled. His challenge to us is “to 'cultivate and care' not only the relationship, between us and the environment, between man and creation, but also in regard to our human relationships.” 

In our cultivation and care of human relationships we need to inform our politicians when we feel injustices are being perpetrated. Not just confine ourselves to global campaigns for developing countries but look too at domestic issues; how fair is the “bedroom tax”, let your MP know your viewpoint.

Pat MacDonald
	


Newsflash!
Sharing Fair
Following on the work of the Good Shepherd Sisters  - selling the work from their projects for women in developing countries.  If you are interested in running a sale or in finding out more about Sharing Fair please contact Maureen Parker on 01661871526 or email   info.sharingfair.coop@gmail.com
The Holy Land

Justice & Peace were invited to attend the meeting with CAFOD & Holy Land Forum at the Catholic Bishops Conference Feb 27thand share our experiences of the Peace and Justice Conference in the Holy Land. Discussion also took place with Mary Lucas CAFOD’s programme manager for the Middle East and Pat Gaffney coordinator of Pax Christi UK to discuss raising the profile of Palestine and Israel through CAFOD and developing a CAFOD advocacy strategy. In the North East we will be marking World Week of Prayer for Peace in Palestine and Israel September 22-28th with a prayer service at Brunswick Church and if possible an interfaith event at Newcastle Quaker Meeting House.
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Annual Justice and Peace Mass

A wonderful J&P mass was celebrated by the Bishop at the Cathedral on the 4th May 2013 to pray for the poor and marginalised of our community and for peace in the world.
The homily was given by Fr Bill Rooke and we were delighted to have the St Mary’s Forest Hall 'Voices of Hope' choir to lead our singing. The offertory gifts included a large box of groceries for the destitute. In the Cathedral there was also a display by groups within the Church who are working for social justice at home. Following the Mass there were two events which offered opportunities to give Christian witness to the Church's care for social justice. Some people were able to attend: St James's URC Church in Newcastle where there was a Vincentian Day on Welfare Reforms, or join in Newcastle City Centre the annual May Day Rally for peace.
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Engaging CAFOD supporters in Hexham & Newcastle Diocese with CAFOD’s work in the Middle East

The Middle East programme of CAFOD is relatively new with our first Regional Strategy Paper covering the period 2008 – 2011. In our annual operational plans, we had set ourselves the objective to publicise our Middle East work more pro-actively within CAFOD and with our supporters. The interest and enthusiasm of Hexham & Newcastle Diocese makes it an ideal candidate to pilot communications work and share with supporters the story of the work we do through partners in the Middle East.

Expected Outcomes

1. CAFOD is engaging with parishes and clergy/hierarchy, sharing the story of our work and supporters understand the justice dimension of the Palestine/Israel conflict

2. CAFOD with individuals and parishes is taking action on the Palestine/Israel conflict
Anne Marie Hanlon - CAFOD Regional Manager
	



There is Enough Food for Everyone… [image: image2.emf]
There's enough food for everyone, yet one in eight people go hungry each day. The way food is grown, sold and shared isn't working for the world’s poorest people. We can change this injustice.

We believe God created an abundant world. But our food system concentrates power in the hands of global companies, investors and governments, sidelining small-scale producers and consumers across the world.

Our Hungry for change campaign calls for empowering aid for small-scale farmers and checks on the power of global food companies.

There's enough food for everyone..

· We force governments and investors to be honest and open about the deals they make in the poorest countries that stop people getting enough food. 
· Governments keep their promises on aid, invest to stop children dying from malnutrition and help the poorest people feed themselves through investment in small farmers.

· We stop poor farmers being forced off their land, and use the available agricultural land to grow food for people, not biofuels for cars.

· Governments stop big companies dodging tax in poor countries, so that millions of people can free themselves from hunger. 
Sign up above to be part of the IF campaign. We'll send you actions to take and ways to get involved throughout the year.

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Take-action-today/Joint-campaign-on-food

Contact: CAFOD Hexham & Newcastle – hexhamandnewcastle@cafod.org.uk 0191 384847

	


Diocesan J &P Spiritual Weekend at Holy Island 

‘Responding to Poverty and Need’

The 2013 J & P Spirituality weekend took place on March 8th to 10th. With the long winter not yet over, fifteen or so members of several J&P groups made their way northwards.
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Arriving on Holy Island on Friday, we settled into the comfortable house by the SVP camp. Sister Josepha arrived with bulging bags of groceries, and introductions and chat took place. After the evening meal we watched the film ‘Romero’ about Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador (see in full on YouTube). 
This still shocking story made us think about how hard it can be to tackle the causes of poverty. We considered how injustices still exist across the world, even in our own country at present with the poor and disabled becoming poorer as a result of the financial crisis, and elsewhere, wars and climate change affecting the vulnerable. Over supper we talked around the dining table until late.

Diocesan J&P Spiritual Weekend at Holy Island - continued….

Up early for a full breakfast, and time for a walk around the village, before assembling with the Barefoot Runner, John McBride from CAFOD, who invited us to say how we started being interested in promoting Justice and Peace activities. Many began with supporting CAFOD’s campaigns abroad, some by needs nearer to home, but all leading us to realise action by ordinary people, including letter writing, fundraising and by prayer, is a real part of our Christian lives.
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John told us about the work of CAFOD and brought us up to date with the ‘Hungry for Change’ and the Big IF campaigns. We were reminded again that it is the poor and least powerful who suffer most from wars and extreme weather conditions as they have nothing to fall back on. Action now can bring about change.

We had lunch and took the opportunity to walk around the village, to view the ruined Priory and St Cuthbert’s Island. 
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must prevail that says: Thou shalt not killl No soldier is obliged
toobey an order against the law of God,
Oscar Romero




Later, John spoke of his own experiences workingfor CAFOD and visiting Kenya. He was so impressed by the youngsters who loved running, but ran barefoot not being able to afford trainers, who were so full of fun, anxious to learn and get on. John came home and did the Great North Run barefooted like those Kenyan runners, raising money and awareness. This caught the attention of the media – John was a star! He became an Olympic Torchbearer last year. But he didn’t sell the torch on EBay; instead he took it to Kenya to present it to the delighted young people who had inspired him so much. John had responded in a very personal way to recognise and respect those in dire poverty and to help improve their lives. (See www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-21156903)

A quiet and thoughtful mass with Fr Bill Rooke rounded off the day. We left on Sunday with new resolve. The message I took home with me is that we need to recognise injustice in the world, and do what we can about it. Archbishop Romero challenged the politicians and died for speaking out. John McBride continues to raise awareness of the Kenyan’s extreme poverty.
	A big thank you to all involved in the thought provoking weekend.
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UNITY IS STRENGTH 

The newly formed 'joint' J&P group of the Whitley Bay & District parishes of St Edward's, St Edmund's and Immaculate Heart of Mary recently held its first awareness-raising project by inviting one of our priests to give two talks on the history of the difficulties in creating peace in the Holy Land. Approximately 70 folk attended and his unbiased educative talks gave much food for thought that led to prayerful discussion in the three parishes.

During Lent, instead of 'giving up' something, parishioners were invited to take part in Christian Aid's 'Count Your Blessings' campaign, which involved literally counting your blessings and giving an appropriate donation for each blessing each day.   Parishioners were amazed how this money mounted up and generally appreciated the campaign's thought-provoking message. The project ended with a Fish 'n' Chip Supper for 100 people from the 3 parishes. The evening was most enjoyable with a very successful raffle and Bingo, which brought much laughter and musical entertainment from one of our talented parishioners and his guitar. The total amount raised for the Syria and Holy Land Crisis Appeal was £2.300, an excellent effort as our original target had been £1,000!

The new 'joint' J&P group will hold one major fund-raising event each year, but continue to develop a working partnership in awareness-raising at every opportunity.

Deirdre James & Anna Griffith
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ONE STEP FORWARD –TWO STEPS BACK?

NOT ON YOUR LIFE!
Having jointly registered as ‘working towards’ a Live Simply (LS) award, the parishioners of St Joseph’s and St Bede’s Newcastle felt confident they were on course for a smooth run. Following our lovely outdoor pledging mass in the grounds of St Joseph’s last September, several new L.S. initiatives were shaping up in each parish. Wonderful! And then suddenly St Joseph’s was closed and a new parish named All Saints established.
Initially, we had no idea how to progress with our LS plans. The asylum project (part of our bid) had to move to St Margaret’s. The loss of excellent facilities was another blow.  An urgent meeting of members of the steering group unanimously agreed that we must continue in spite of all the set-backs. It might take us a bit longer and we might have to change some things. –O.K. we can live with that. The organiser of the L.S. award assured us that the change of name could be registered immediately and that any necessary changes would not jeopardise our bid’. Relief!
So where we now? Well, currently we are planning a big event - a Celebration of Baptism in the last few years at either parish. This event should have taken place in April but is now scheduled for May. Each family will receive a personal invitation to the Sunday afternoon service. There will be special readings, hymns and reflections on water and light. This will be followed by fair trade refreshments in the hall. So far everything is going according to plan with lots of parishioners involved.  
Against the odds, our L.S. campaign seems to back on track. We sincerely hope it stays there.

Audrey Marshall
	


The Joy of Giving Beans
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Recently I became the primary link with the Justice and Peace Refugee Project in Holy Name Parish Jesmond.  At the same time we were asked, because of space constraints, to no longer collect a wide range of food items and any clothing but to collect one specific food item plus toiletries.

It became obvious that  this information should be conveyed to the congregation and that I would need to get up and make the people aware of the plight of the refugees and  how we could help them..

I spoke to our Parish Priest, who was very supportive and arranged a Sunday when I would speak.

On that Sunday, I set up a display at the back of the church explaining the step by step workings of the Project. I also printed out a handout for everyone to take away at the end of mass as a reminder that from the first Sunday in the next month and every month thereafter we would bring beans!
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My talk lasted about two minutes at morning and evening mass and all went very well. People asked questions on the way out and the result was well worth the worry.

The following Sunday most of the congregation arrived clutching bags filled with beans and some with toiletries.

I would encourage anyone who finds themselves in my position to give it a go.

Get up and let the people know the situation from someone they at least recognise as a member of their own Parish.

First Sunday result was 130 tins of beans, a large quantity of toiletries and a cash donation of £30 from a lady who rented out her drive.

All these donations were brought on a bank holiday weekend!

	


A ‘Holey’ Land
I land at Tel Aviv airport on the first of September 2011. The sun is scorching; the tarmac on the road looks like it is about to turn liquid. The heat makes all the palm trees and light stone, flat-roofed buildings wobble, making me wonder what a paradise I had stepped into, coming from the frigid Newcastle I had lived in for the previous three years. But little did I know that what I was about to experience was far from paradise.

We drove to our home in Beit Hanina, an Arab quarter in East Jerusalem, and I distinctly remember looking out of the window and seeing a beautiful city and the nearby hills, scarred by a twelve-foot-tall concrete wall running straight through it, lovingly adorned with barbed wire and decorated with blotches of repairs, where people had broken through, separating the State of Israel and the Occupied

Palestinian Territories. It was so surreal: how could this happen, and continue to happen, with many people worldwide largely unaware? I, for one, knew close to nothing about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict before I stepped foot in that land.

The checkpoints - patrolled gates in the separation wall - were often an epicentre for heated clashes. Driving through a checkpoint is not overly traumatising, dare I say almost enjoyable, even for Palestinians. But walking through one, having to queue between metal bars, standing for hours, being waved at to show your documents by a soldier not much older than me from behind a bullet-proof glass

window, was very far from pleasurable. I found it distressing, even as a European citizen, who will surely be treated better than any Palestinian walking through there, so I can’t even begin to imagine the drudgery that I would have to endure if I had to walk through a checkpoint every single morning at 5am, in order to get to my job on time, to ensure my family is taken care of.

The clashes at the checkpoints were probably one of the most obvious manifestations of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; however, what really struck me was the constant underlying tension which occasionally sparked, but remained hidden most of the time behind a veil of mixed acceptance and denial. There were always obvious signs of what was happening, yet they seemed to go unnoticed, perhaps purposely ignored to preserve sanity. The eighteen-year-old soldier girls shopping on

a Thursday afternoon in H&M, with a shotgun casually strapped across their shoulder is one thing I will never forget, or get accustomed to. As a Christian, I find it challenging to talk about the holiness of the Holy Land.

To me, closing myself up in the Sacred Sepulchre and ignoring whatever was happening outside, seemed like a narrow-minded thing to do, despite recognizing the historical and religious identity of this land. It is for this reason that I would prefer to call it the “Holey” Land, broken apart by despair, destruction and conflict. People’s hopes and dreams are reduced to shreds, as they see their land and opportunities being taken away from them, leaving them with no means of advocating a counterargument. But it is also pilgrims who experience this land in a Holey way, often encouraged to focus on the religious attractions, with little emphasis on the surrounding political situation.

So as I flew away from the Holy Land after having lived there for a year, I couldn’t help but ponder on what I had experienced, and wonder for how long the heat of the situation would make everyone wobble between sanity and deliriousness, before someone toppled over.

Greta Ferloni

Dates for your Diary 2013

JUNE 
15         11.30 am CAFOD Walk to Holy Island   www.cafod.org.uk/CAFOD-in-your-area/Hexham-Newcastle
17-23   Refugee Week: refugeeweek.org.uk/ 

26         International Day in Support of Victims of Torture: un.org/events/torture/ 

JULY 

4          Men with Hill, Yorks: Annual Independence from America Day Network for Peace. Tel no: 01423 884076 

13        Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Holy Island

13        London: How will you stop the Arms Fair? Action Planning Day caat.org.uk -   Tel no:  020 7281 0297 

19-21  Annual J&P Conference admin@justice-and-peace.org.uk, Swanwick, Derbys - Tel no: 020 7901 4864

AUGUST 

6 & 9   Anniversaries of first use of atomic weapons at Hiroshima & Nagasaki:  CND 020 7700 2393 ; 
             Pax Christi 020 8203 4884 

SEPTEMBER 

8            Racial Justice Sunday: carj.org.uk; 020 8802 8080 

8            CAAT Christian Network Day of Prayer: caat.org.uk; 020 7281 0297
15         Join CAFOD team for Bupa Great North Run

21         International Day of Peace: peaceoneday.org 

22-28   World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel: worldweekforpeace.org 

26         “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem” Brunswick Church Newcastle with Dr Harry Hagopian advisor to the 

              Catholic Bishops Conference and Anglican Bishop Richard Llewellyn

OCTOBER
26          Newcastle & Hexham Diocese Justice & Peace AGM St Charles Gosforth

What’s happening in your Parish? 
Don’t forget to send us your news events and opinions for the next newsletter by the 15th of August 2013, please include your contact details if you’re happy to be contacted for further information


Let us know… Please also let us know if you would like us to add or change your contact information, by contacting:    
Esther Robson:    [image: image3.jpg]Email



  estherrobson@ymail.com

Pat MacDonald:  [image: image4.jpg]Email



  pmacdonald_uk@yahoo.co.uk ( 0191 2686632       

Anna Griffith:      [image: image5.jpg]Email



  griffith-family@blueyonder.co.uk,Westwood, Balmoral Gardens, Whitley Bay, NE26 3LU[image: image6.emf]
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